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On Oct. 20, the Panamanian government announced that it had banned a demonstration organized
by the National Civic Crusade for Oct. 22, on the grounds that Crusade and Christian Democratic
Party leaders plan to overthrow the government. According to the Crusade's bulletin, CRUZADO,
opposition supporters are to leave work at 11 a.m. local time on Thursday, and march toward
the del Carmen Church. Panamanian President Eric Arturo Delvalle and his ministers signed a
decree banning the demonstration, and "any other mobilization aimed at subverting order and
overthrowing the constitutional government." The decree instructs authorities to take "necessary
measures" to prevent the demonstration, and bring its leaders "to justice." The decree warns that all
activities aimed at subverting public order and free transit for the purpose of toppling the current
government are illegal, according to the constitution and the penal code. The same document stated
that the Oct. 22 demonstration was banned since overthrow of the government was mentioned
by the Crusade in handbills and leaflets as the major objective of the disorder and tensions to be
created by the demonstrations. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 10/20/87)
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